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Eleven “toledots” “these are the 
generations of . . .”

2:4–4:16 Heavens and the earth
5:1–6:8 Adam
6:9–9:29 Noah
10:1–11:9 Noah’s Sons
11:10–26 Shem
11:27–25:11 Terah
25:12–18 Ishmael (wrapping up 

loose ends)
25:29–35:29 Isaac
36:1 & 37:9 Esau
37:2–50:26 Jacob
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This world has persisted many a long 
year, having once been set going in the 
appropriate motions, from these 
everything else follows. 

(Lucritius, The Nature of the Universe trans. R. E. 
Latham)



In antiquity there was a broad spectrum of 
attitudes toward the material world. At one 
end of the spectrum was pagan cosmic 
religion, constructed from a mixture of 
Pythagorean, Platonic, Aristotelian, and Stoic 
doctrines. This cosmic religion saw the 
material cosmos, or at least its upper 
heavenly part, as a perfect expression of 
divine creativity and providence, “the 
supreme manifestation of divinity,” and 
indeed itself a divine being.



2 Pet. 3:3, “Know this first of all, that 
in the last days mockers will come with 
their mocking, following after their 
own lusts, 

2 Pet. 3:4, “and saying, ‘Where is the 
promise of His coming? For ever since 
the fathers fell asleep, all continues 
just as it was from the beginning of 
creation’.”



2 Pet. 3:5, “For when they maintain 
this, it escapes their notice that by the 
word of God the heavens existed long 
ago and the earth was formed out of 
water and by water,”



1. Decay of earth’s magnetic field 10,000 years
2. Influx of radiocarbon to the earth 10,000 years
3. Influx of meteoritic dust from space too little to 

calculate
4. Influx of sediment to the ocean via rivers 30,000,000 years
5. Leaching of chlorine from continents 1,000,000 years
6. Decay of C-14 in preCambrian wood 4,000 years
7. Influx of lead to the ocean via rivers 2,000 years
8. Influx of aluminum to the ocean via rivers 100 years
9. Influx of silver to the ocean via rivers 2.1 million years
10. Influx of potassium to the ocean via rivers 11 million
11. Influx of titanium into ocean via rivers 160 years
12 Instability of the rings of Saturn 1,000,000 years
13. Accumulation of dust on the moon 200,000 years



NATURE’S CLOCKS CLOCK INDICATES 
AGE OF EARTH

1. A whale on its tale Earth’s layers formed 
swiftly

2. The bulging Earth  500,000 years max.
3. The magnetic Earth 10,000 years max.
4. The Earth’s core 10,000 years max.
5. The oceans’ elements: a. 29 elements10,000 

years or less
b. 8 elements 
100,000 years or less

6. Coral formations 5,000 years
7. River deltas 4,500 years
8. Ocean sediments 100,000 years max.
9. Niagara Falls 5,000 years
10. Mountain erosion 14 million years max.
11. Soil production 10,000 years
12. Oil pressure 10,000 years


