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Authority and the Early Church

1. Authority: Begins to be defined.

2. Canon: NT almost finalized
OT Apocrypha debated

3. Inspiration: Breathed by God; Divine origin.

4. Interpretation: Literal + allegory moves to 
allegory
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THE CHURCH AND THE SCRIPTURES: 
THE INTRUSION OF NOVELTY

Accommodation to Error Accommodation Without Error
____________________________________________________
Origen 17th C. B. B. Warfield
Augustine Westminster Divines

THE HISTORIC VIEW THE NOVEL INVENTION
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SYSTEM STARTING POINT METHOD

RATIONALISM
Innate ideas
Faith in human
ability

Independent use 
of logic & reason

EMPIRICISM

Sense perceptions
External experience;
Scientific method;
Faith in human ability 

Independent use of 
logic & reason

MYSTICISM
Inner, private 
experience; intuition
Faith in human ability

Independent, 
nonlogical, 
nonrational, 
nonverifiable

REVELATION Objective 
revelation of God

Dependent use of 
logic and reason

TRADITION
Combination of above; 
institutional, creaturely 
authority

Historical 
validation
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Descartes
Locke

The Enlightenment ca 1640–1780

SKEPTICISM

EXISTENTIALISM
19TH–20TH

Centuries

Post-
Modernism

1900–present

MODERNITY
Immanuel

Kant:
Subjectivism



DETAILS/PHENOMENA

People

Things

Observable phenomena

Events Language

UNIVERSALS/NOUMENA

Absolutes Morals

God Ideas

No Meaning, No God
Existential Darkness, Despair












































