
The Doctrine of God

Part I: The Fathers and Apologists
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What was Jesus BEFORE He came?

What was Jesus WHEN He came?



GOD
(Pure Spirit)

man

Demiurge: LOGOS

world

emanations DUALISMknowledge

GNOSTICISM



ADOPTIONISM: The Son is Subordinate 
to the Father in Essence
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Modalism: The Son is NOT 
Distinct From the Father
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GOD
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Adoptionism & Modalism
Compared

Adoptionism & Modalism
Compared

ADOPTIONISM
(Dynamic Monarchianism)

Oneness of God
Denies the Deity of Christ
Affirms Humanity of Christ
H.S. = a power

MODALISM
(Modalistic Monarchianism,

Sabellianism, Patripassionism)

Oneness of God
Affirms Deity of Christ
Denies Humanity of Christ
H.S. = a mode of God’s 
existence
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‘omoousiaß, homoousias
Same substance

‘omoiousiaß, homoiousias
Similar substance







Trinitarianism: 

ORTHODOXY

Subordinationism

Modalism Tritheism

Unity Diversity

Equality



The Trinity and the Incarnate 
Christ Compared

Christ
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Person

PersonsNature
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