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False Teachers and Evangelicalism  
2 Peter 2:9–12



2A  God Warns Us About False Teachers,  
       2 Peter 2:1–22 

1B  The certainty of false teachers and  
       their destructive heresies, 2:1a 

 2B  The destructiveness of deception,  
        2:1b–3 

   3B  The certainty of their judgment,  
          2:4–10a 

4B  The self-destruction of their  
       arrogance, 2:10b–22



2 Pet. 2:9, “then the Lord knows how to 
deliver the godly out of temptations and to 
reserve the unjust under punishment for 
the day of judgment,”
πειρασμός peirasmos  
masc sing gen   
(m) temptation, testing 

①  an attempt to learn the nature or 
character of something, test, trial 
②  an attempt to make one do 
something wrong, temptation, 
enticement to sin 



James 1:2, “My brethren, count it all joy when 
you fall into various trials, 
James 1:3, “knowing that the testing of your 
faith produces patience. 
James 1:4, “But let patience have its perfect 
work, that you may be perfect and complete, 
lacking nothing.”
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you fall into various trials, 
James 1:3, “knowing that the testing of your 
faith produces patience. 
James 1:4, “But let patience have its perfect 
work, that you may be perfect and complete, 
lacking nothing.”
πειρασμός peirasmos  
masc sing gen   
(m) temptation, testing 

①  an attempt to learn the nature or 
character of something, test, trial 
②  an attempt to make one do something 
wrong, temptation, enticement to sin



James 1:12, “Blessed is the man who endures 
temptation; for when he has been approved, he 
will receive the crown of life which the Lord has 
promised to those who love Him.”



James 1:13, “Let no one say when he is 
tempted, ‘I am tempted by God’; for God cannot 
be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt 
anyone. 
James 1:14, “But each one is tempted when he 
is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. 
James 1:15, “Then, when desire has conceived, 
it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-
grown, brings forth death.”
 δελεάζω deleazō  pres mid 
pass part masc sing nom  to 
bait a trap, to entice



1 Cor. 10:13, “No temptation has overtaken you 
except such as is common to man; but God is 
faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted 
beyond what you are able, but with the 
temptation will also make the way of escape, 
that you may be able to bear it.”
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2 Pet. 2:10, “and especially those who walk 
according to the flesh in the lust of 
uncleanness and despise authority. They 
are presumptuous, self-willed. They are not 
afraid to speak evil of dignitaries,”
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are presumptuous, self-willed. They are not 
afraid to speak evil of dignitaries,”

πορεύομαι poreuomai  pres 
mid part masc plur acc  to 
go; journey, travel, march, 
denotes by contrast with 
περιπατέω, going in a 
particular direction or with 
a particular intention



2 Pet. 2:10, “and especially those who walk 
according to the flesh in the lust of 
uncleanness and despise authority. They 
are presumptuous, self-willed. They are not 
afraid to speak evil of dignitaries,”

πορεύομαι poreuomai  pres 
mid part masc plur acc  to 
go; journey, travel, march, 
denotes by contrast with 
περιπατέω, going in a 
particular direction or with 
a particular intention

ὀπίσω opisō  Improper 
Preposition (+gen)  
(+gen) after (prep.); 
back (adv.) 
To follow the flesh, be 
led by the sin nature
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of 

Strength
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of 
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TREND TREND

HUMAN GOOD

PERSONAL SINS

THE 
SIN  

NATURE 
“the flesh”

Immoral 
Degeneracy

Moral 
Degeneracy

LUST 
PATTERNAsceticism, 

Legalism
Licentiousness, 
Lasciviousness, 
Antinomianism



“lust” 

ἐπιθυμία epithumia  desire, lust   



1 Pet. 1:13, “Therefore gird up the loins of 
your mind, be sober, and rest your hope 
fully upon the grace that is to be brought 
to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 
1 Pet. 1:14, “as obedient children, not 
conforming yourselves to the former lusts, 
as in your ignorance; 
1 Pet. 1:15, “but as He who called you is 
holy, you also be holy in all your conduct,”



1 Pet. 2:11, “Beloved, I beg you as 
sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from 
fleshly lusts which war against the soul, 
1 Pet. 2:12, “having your conduct 
honorable among the Gentiles, that when 
they speak against you as evildoers, they 
may, by your good works which they 
observe, glorify God in the day of 
visitation.”



List of False Teacher Characteristics 

Controlled by the lust patterns of the sin 
nature, i.e., uncleanness, like walking through a 
sewer or cesspool or septic tank. 

Despise authorities, i.e., glories, all spiritual 
authority including elect angels and demons. 

Presumptuous, bold 
Self-willed, arrogant 
Not afraid, revile, speak evil of authorities 



Arrogance Skills

Self-absorption
Self-indulgence

Self-deception

Self-justification
Self-deification



2 Pet. 2:12, “But these, like natural brute 
beasts made to be caught and destroyed, 
speak evil of the things they do not 
understand, and will utterly perish in their 
own corruption,”



2 Pet. 2:12, “But these [men], like natural 
brute beasts made to be caught and 
destroyed, speak evil of the things they do 
not understand, and will utterly perish in 
their own corruption,”

ἄλογος alogos  
neut plur nom  
speechless; without 
speech; irrational
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γεννάω gennaō  perf pass part 
neut plur nom  
to be born, to bear, beget; 
engender; were born (past 
completed action) to …
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speechless; without 
speech; irrational
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irrational beasts born for capture and 
destruction speak evil of the things they do 
not understand, and will utterly perish in 
their own destruction,”

φθορά phthora, fem sg acc.  
ruin, destruction, 
perdition, corruption, 
destruction

γεννάω gennaō  perf pass part 
neut plur nom  
to be born, to bear, beget; 
engender; were born (past 
completed action) to …

ἄλογος alogos  
neut plur nom  
speechless; without 
speech; irrational



Comparison of  
False Teachers with Wild Animals

False Teachers  Wild Animals

Natural, irrational animals 
born for the purpose of 
capture and destruction

Ridicule what they 
don’t understand and 
will in their 
destruction be 
destroyed



2 Pet. 2:13, “and will receive the wages of 
unrighteousness, as those who count it 
pleasure to carouse in the daytime. They 
are spots and blemishes, carousing in their 
own deceptions while they feast with you.”



2 Pet. 2:13, “and will receive the wages of 
unrighteousness, as those who count it 
pleasure to carouse in the daytime. They 
are spots and blemishes, carousing in their 
own deceptions while they feast with you.”
 ἀπάτη apatē  
 fem plur dat 
 (f) deceit, 
deceitfulness



2 Pet. 2:14, “having eyes full of 
adulteresses and that unceasingly sin, 
enticing unstable souls. They have a heart 
trained in covetous practices, and are 
accursed children.”

 δελεάζω deleazō  pres mid 
pass part masc sing nom  to 
bait a trap, to entice



The History of the  
Pentecostal-Charismatic Movement in America

Topeka, KS 
Charles Parham 
Agnes Ozman 
Jan. 1, 1901

Houston, TX 
Charles Parham 

William J. Seymour 
1905

Los Angeles 
Azusa Street 

William J. Seymour 
1906 First Wave 

Second Wave 

Tongues = BHS 
Separate Denom.

Tongues = BHS 
Continued in Denom.Van Nuys, CA 

Dennis Bennet 
Rector 

St. Mark Episcopal

1959 

Third Wave 

Anaheim 
Peter Wagner 
John Wimber

1976 POWER 
Signs and Wonders



Bethel Church and NAR – Origins
C. Peter Wagner (August 15, 1930 – 
October 21, 2016) 
• Missionary 
• Prof. of Church Growth, Fuller 

Theological Seminary 
• Founder, International Coalition of 

Apostles 
• Used phrase “New Apostolic 

Reformation” (1996) – an advance 
upon the third-wave movement



Bethel Church and NAR – Origins
We are now living in the midst of 
one of the most epochal changes 
in the structure of the Church that 
has ever been recorded. I like to 
call it the “Second Apostolic Age.” 

—C. Peter Wagner, Apostles Today: Biblical 
Government for Biblical Power (Regal Books, 

2006)



NAR – 3 Characteristics
• Restoring apostolic authority 
• Restoring prophetic authority 
• Restoring dominion authority



(Destiny Image: 2013) 

• Postmillennial 
• Replacement 

Theology 
• Unconstitutional



“The Seven Mountain revelation helps us strategically 
identify different aspects of society so that cultural 
transformation can become a manageable task. All of us are 
called to at least one of these seven mountains: religion, 
arts, media, business, government, family, and education. ... 
As we begin taking land for our King, we will undoubtedly 
face great resistance. … The third chapter of this book ... 
offers a profound teaching about taking spiritual ground by 
occupying the spiritual gates of our cities. Gates represent 
the spiritual powers that rule over geographical areas.” 

Invading Babylon: The 7 Mountain Mandate, by Bill Johnson, 
Lance Wallnau, Alan Vincent, C. Peter Wagner, Che Ahn, 
and Patricia King (Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image, 2013), 
p. 1. [Emphasis mine].



Here are the seven mountains, according to 
the seven-mountain mandate: 

1. Education 
2. Religion 
3. Family 
4. Business 
5. Government/Military 
6. Arts/Entertainment 
7. Media



Bethel Church and the New Apostolic 
Reformation
Three doctrinal aberrations: 
1. Restoration of the Apostolic Office 
2. Restoration of the Prophetic Office 
3. Dominion Theology



The New Apostolic Reformation
Three doctrinal aberrations: 
1. Restoration of the Apostolic Office 
False apostles, Rev. 2:2 (to Ephesus) “I know your 
deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you 
cannot tolerate evil men, and you put to the test 
those who call themselves apostles, and they are 
not, and you found them to be false.”



The New Apostolic Reformation
Three doctrinal aberrations: 
1. Restoration of the Apostolic Office 
2. Restoration of the Prophetic Office 
False prophets, Rev. 2:20 (to Thyatira) “But I have 
this against you, that you tolerate the woman Jezebel, 
who calls herself a prophetess, and she teaches and 
leads My bond-servants astray so that they commit 
acts of immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols.”



The New Apostolic Reformation
Three doctrinal aberrations: 
1. Restoration of the Apostolic Office 
2. Restoration of the Prophetic Office 
3. Dominion Theology 

 


