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[HqA n R]Tnw _i-%bk-m-HAt = [the ruler of R]etjenu, Di-Sobek-em-ḥat

Who is
Sobek-em-ḥat?

HqA = ruler
n = of
RTnw = Retjenu

di = appointed
%bk = Sobek
m-HAt = at the head

Signet 
Scarab



(Dynasty 12)



Dahshur is located in
Middle Egypt, between
Memphis (to the N) and el
Lisht (to the S).

Several pyramids of the
kings of Dynasty 12 were
built at Dahshur, includ-
ing those for Amenemḥat
II, Sesostris III, and his
son Amenemḥat III. The
pyramidal complex of Se-
sostris III helps to identify
who Sobekemḥat is.



Credit: http://www.crystalinks.com/pyrsenusret3.jpg
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Sesostris III’s Pyramidal Complex
located to the south(               )



(Dynasty 12)



Casing Slabs on N-side of Nebit’s Mastaba



Mastaba of Nebit
2nd Vizier under 

Sesostris III

Inscription from the second 
vizier’s mastaba to the south of 

Sesostris III’s pyramid at Dahshur

1) iry-pa[t ]

3) mr niwt

2) HAty-a

1) iry-pa[t ] = member of elite
2) HAty-a = foremost of hand

4) TAty

3) mr niwt = pyramidal-tomb

4) TAty = the shrouded one (a
city (of the king)

title of the vizier)



(Dynasty 12)



1) %bk-M-[HAt ] = Sobek-em-hIat

3) iry-pa[t ] = member of the elite
4) HAty-[a ] = foremost of hand

1) %bk-
M-[HAt ] 3) iry-pa[t ] 4) HAty-[a ]

(Credit: de Morgan’s Figure 64, in Fouilles a Dahchour, 1895, p. 33) 

2) [imy-r] xtmty

2) [imy-r] xtmty = treasurer 



Credit: Kei Yamamoto



[%bk]-M-HAt

%bk-M-[HAt] + [%bk]-M-HAt = Sobek-em-ḥat

de Morgan’s Figure 66

de Morgan’s 
Figure 65

de Morgan’s Figure 67



(Dynasty 12)



Htp di nsw = An offering
that the king presents

prt-xrw t Hnqt = Invocation
offerings of beer, bread,

n kA n(t) = for the kA-spirit of

%bk-m-HAt = Sobekemḥat

HAty-a = Foremost of hand

xrp tA tm = Controller of the
entire land (Gen 41:41)

Hry-tp iAt nb(t) xntt = He
who has authority over
every preeminent office
(Gen 41:25, 38–39)

iry-pat = Member of the elite
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“Someone stating on a monument that his only title is ‘member of the elite’ was at the top of the administration and second only to the king.
Officials with the full sequence [of the four classical ranking titles], ‘member of the elite,’ ‘foremost of hand,’ ‘royal sealer,’ and ‘unique friend
(of the king)’ were still important people, but lower ranking than the official with the single title (Grajetzki 2009: 7).”



(Jacob in Egypt: 1876–1859 BC)



Avaris is biblical Ram-
eses (Gen 47:11), the Nile-
Delta site to where Jacob
et al. moved in 1876 BC.

‘Now Joseph settled his
father and his brothers,
and he gave them
property in the land of
Egypt, in the best of the
land, in the land of Ram-
esse, just as that which
pharaoh had commanded.’



Tripartite House of Jacob at Avaris



F/I-p/19-Gr. 1 
Reconstructed Stratum d/2

Phase H
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Typology of Axes 
from Canaan

Simple Blade Lugged Blade Crescent Axe Eye Axe

Duckbill Axe Narrow-Bladed 
Axe (Type 1)

Narrow-Bladed 
Axe (Type 2)

Narrow-Bladed 
Axe (Type 3)

2700 – 1000 BC 1850 – 1000 BC 2450 – 2100 BC 2050 – 1950 BC

1960 – 1800 BC
1875 – 1750 BC 1755 – 1650 BC 1710 – 160 BCMiron, Axes and Adzes, 

Plates 10, 14, 15, 17, 18, 19







(Time of Jacob: 1876–1859 BC)



Sculpted 
Head of

Asiatic 
Man

Frontal 
View F/I-p/19-Gr. 1

Tomb:



Sculpted 
Head of 
Asiatic 
Man

Profile 
View

Tomb:
F/I-p/19-

Gr. 1



F/I-p/19-Gr. 1
Tomb:

Stratum: 
d/2



Red and 
Black 

Stripes



Apim Shekam Asiatic Man
Tell el-Dab‘a

Serabit

Serabit

“around 1750 BC or . . . earlier” 
– Collon, in Timelines 

Sinai 405

Sinai 405

“tiny traces 
of . . . crook 
can be 
detected”



snTr = incense

“An offering that
the king presents to
(deity’s name), as he
presents an invoca-
tion offering of bread,
beer, beef, fowl,
alabaster, clothing,
incense, oil, etc.”

Typical Htp-di-
nsw formula:

Schiestl, TeD
X

VIII, 78, 79, 80, 293



(Middle Kingdom Inscriptions)









(1842 BC)



Serâbîṭ el-Khâdim is the
site of turquoise mines that
were exploited in antiquity
by the Egyptians, who
traveled there on mining
expeditions.

In addition to the
featuring of donkeys, the
common thread between
the two sites is the ‘Ruler of
Retjenu’ designation.



MK Stelae



Sinai  115











(1842 BC)
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H3

-wi

iTn-wi srsw ibr[im]
n [b]itu-Gb mr

Itn-wi = LevantineMiddle Egyptian Transcription:

H4

(A1)

H5H6

6
Petrovich Translation:

“6 Levantines: Hebrews
of Bethel, the Beloved”

H7H8

ib=b

H9

n
H10

w /u
t

H15

mr i

H12 H11

Gb

r

Ibr[i] = Hebrew
bitu-Gb = House of Earth-God = Beth-el mr = beloved

Narrow-bladed axe 
(Type 1) = MBA IIA

**

*

See Sealing 
8314 (TeD) 
and Sinai 

405

**

***

***Kilt

See Sinai 
112, 405

†

†
††

††

Canaanite syllabic
Proto-consonantal letter

****See donkey burial 
in Tomb F/I-m/18-
Gr. 3 (TeD)



(1842 BC)



Typology of Axes 
from Canaan

Simple Blade Lugged Blade Crescent Axe Eye Axe

Duckbill Axe Narrow-Bladed 
Axe (Type 1)

Narrow-Bladed 
Axe (Type 2)

Narrow-Bladed 
Axe (Type 3)

2700 – 1000 BC 1850 – 1000 BC 2450 – 2100 BC 2050 – 1950 BC

1960 – 1800 BC
1875 – 1750 BC 1755 – 1650 BC 1710 – 160 BCMiron, Axes and Adzes, 

Plates 10, 14, 15, 17, 18, 19







(Second Millennium BC)





Credit: van der Veen et al., “Israel in Canaan,” JAEI (2012), 41
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