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Succession

Development

of the
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Authority and the Early Church

1. Authority: begins to be defined.

2. Canon: NT almost finalized
OT Apocrypha debated

3. Inspiration: Breathed by God; divine origin

4. Interpretation: Literal + allegory moves to
allegory
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The Medieval Church:
Social Disintegration and Religious Renewal

The Emerging
The Catholic Church Roman Catholic
Church
600 900 1300
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Celibacy of Priests

Collapse IS
>,
@)
/ Fourth Lateran
Council

of the

Carolingian

Empire;
Viking 1050. Auricular Confession
Intrusions Rosary
o o Missals
Political, Political,
Moral, and Moral, and
Religious Religious

Turmoil Turmoil



Approaches to Authority and
the Enlightenment

Reformation Enlightenment
16th century 18th century
Roman Catholicism Protestantism Rationalism
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From Revelation to Reason

Present: Adulthood

Reason

Rational Religion

Past: Infancy

[rrationality (Myth Makers)

Traditional religion (superstition)
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The Basis of Knowledge

7 SYSTEM STARTING POINT METHOD
GE) RATIONALISM Innate ideas; Independent use
17 S Faith in human of logic & reason
A= ability
g 8 EMPIRICISM Sense perceptions; Independent use of
o External experience; logic & reason
- 6‘_’ Scientific method;
=i Faith in human ability
O
4% MYSTICISM Inner, private Independent;
5t experience; Intuition; Nonlogical; nonrational;
Faith in human ability nonverifiable
= TRADITION Combination of above; Historical validation
L= Institutional, creaturely
— O .
IS O authority
N q% REVELATION Objective Dependent use of
> revelation of God logic and reason




MODERNITY

|mmanuel
Kant:
Subjectivism

19TH-20T
Centuries

Descartes
|_ocke

The Enlightenment ca 1640-1780
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No Meaning, No God
Existential Darkness, Despalr

DETAILS/PHENOMENA

People Observable phenonmena

Things  Events LaHgquage



The Enlightenment and Traditional Religion:

Schieiermachers Attempt to Preserve True Religion

Traditional
Religion

Focus of Religion Revelation
Revelation From Without

(God Speaking)

Christ Divine/Human
Revealer

y
SCHLEIERMACHER

Feeling

From Within
(Man Emotionally
Perceiving/Feeling)

Human Archetype of
God Consciousness

Enlightenment

Reason

From Within
(Man Reasoning)

Human Archetype
of Morality



Albrecht Ritschl:

Liberalism and the Reduction of Christianity to Ethics




